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POND HOCKEY: The 16th annual Kimmett Cup took place this past weekend at Mitford Ponds. See more coverage on Page 12.
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Burnco Cochrane West gravel pit brought 
to Land and Property Rights Tribunal
RYAN UYTDEWILLIGEN

A controversial Burnco gravel pit has 
been brought before the Land and 
Property Rights Tribunal (LPRT) by 
concerned Rocky View County residents.

On Wednesday, Feb. 5th, two applicants 
from Burnco, representatives from Rocky 
View County, and 10 appellants to the 
project presented their case at a public 
hearing, following the approval of both an 
asphalt plant and gravel washing plant at 

the Cochrane West site.
The LPRT panel took questions 

and statements before adjourning to 
allow time for reviewing the case.

The initial application in question 
was for Burnco, which operates gravel 
extraction pits all across the County, to 
expand its operation by 305 acres. The 
Calgary-based company said it received 
all required Provincial approval to expand 
its operation along the Bow River west of 
Cochrane.

That decision was postponed by Rocky 
View County (RVC) council after dozens of 
local residents appeared before a public 
hearing on Dec. 3 to voice their concerns 
over health and safety issues. After hours 
of public discussion and presentations, 
the public hearing ended with councillors 
split on what steps to take next. Council 
decided the best path forward would be to 
wait until the County’s Aggregate Re-
source Plan (ARP) was finalized. 
BURNCO	 CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cochrane resident MJ Batek is a 
medically retired military veteran 
and former Invictus Games Athlete 
who competed in Australia in 2018. 
MJ experienced career ending physi-
cal injuries while training to be one 
of the first female Artillery Officers 
in Canada in the early 1990s. She 
also suffers from complex PTSD (Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder).

This year she was selected out of 
almost 5,000 volunteer applications 
to give back by serving at this year’s 
Invictus Games in Vancouver/Whis-
tler February 8 to 16 in a volunteer 
role. 1900 volunteers were selected 
from 18 nations, who speak a total of 
36 different languages.

“As injured, wounded or sick mili-
tary veterans, we generally only get 
one shot at competing in the Invictus 
Games in Canada. I am grateful for 
the life-changing opportunity I had 
to compete in Australia in 2018 and 
wanted to give back by serving as a 
volunteer this year.” Batek said.

The Invictus Games Vancouver/
Whistler 2025 is an international 
adaptive multi-sport event, created 
by Prince Harry, The Duke of Sussex, 
in which wounded, injured or sick 
armed services personnel and their 
associated veterans compete with 

the idea that sport can help heal. This 
year the Games will bring together 
532 competitors from a record 23 
nations to compete in adaptive sports, 
including the new winter sports: 
Alpine Skiing and Snowboard, Nordic 
Skiing, Biathlon, Skeleton and Wheel-
chair Curling, in addition to the core 
Invictus Games sports of Indoor 
Rowing, Sitting Volleyball, Swimming, 
Wheelchair Rugby and Wheelchair 

Basketball.
Batek is also a part of the Veterans 

Artist Collective and is participating in 
the concurrent Invictus sponsored Art 
Exhibition entitled “Unconquered.” 
She has six original works of art 
exhibited at The Gallery George in 
Vancouver and three pieces exhibited 
at the Maury Young Arts Centre in 
Whistler as part of the Invictus Games 
Foundation’s commitment to further-

ing opportunities for veterans.
The exhibition is in support of the 

Invictus Games and the creation of 
positive mental health programs and 
opportunities for Canada’s Veterans 
and serving members of the CAF. 
The exhibition was displayed during 
Veterans Week in November 2024 and 
is running concurrently during the 
Games in February, 2025. The exhibi-
tion features more than 20 serving 
members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and Veterans from across 
Canada, showcasing their artwork.

“My painting, ‘Determined Hope,’ 
was selected to represent Canada at 
the International Veterans Art Exhibi-
tion held during the 2018 Invictus 
Games in Sydney, Australia. I have 
been painting ever since and even 
joined the Cochrane Art Club which 
has helped immensely with my PTSD,” 
she said.

“I paint almost exclusively with 
palette knives and prefer to create 
large, textured impressionist pieces. 
My art journey has been so healing 
and has given me back a purpose 
since being medically retired. I enjoy 
creating commissions for people as 
well as participating in local art shows 
around Cochrane. Cochrane is home 
to some truly talented artists and they 
have helped me overcome so many 
obstacles.”

SPORTS
Invictus athlete, artist gives back to the Games

Cochrane veteran and artist MJ Batek (Left) with MP Blake Richards. Batek is headed to the 
Vancouver/ Whistler @025 Invictus games add her volunteer effort and artistic panache to 
the international event.
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Pond Face-off: Cochranites gathered at the Mitford Ponds for the 16th Kimmett Cup charity pond hockey tour-
nament that took place on Feb 7 and 8. The event is held annually to honour the memory of Lindsay Kimmett, and in sup-
port of the Lindsay Leigh Kimmett Memorial Foundation.
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